J.  L.  Baillie 


p.s. 

Ro 

605  REPORT  OF  THE  ROYAL  ONTARIO  MUSEUM  OF  ZOOLOGY 

1938- 

1939 

AP  October  1,  1938  to  April  30,  1939 


The  Diffusion  of  Knowledge 

The  Museum  of  Zoology  contributes  to  the  diffusion  of  knowledge 
about  animal  life  through  the  following  means,  —  gallery  exhibits, 
instruction  to  groups  in  the  gallery  and  in  the  Museum  theatre,  lectures 
to  groups  outside  the  Museum  both  in  Toronto  and  beyond,  occasional  radio 
broadcasts,  distribution  of  scientific  and  popular  publications,  loan  of 
lantern  slides  and  specimens,  supplying  information  to  the  press,  con t rib- 
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utions  to  natural  history  and  other  journals,  assistance  to  authors  of 
text  books  and  other  writers,  assistance  to  naturalists  who  visit  the 
Museum  and  through  correspondence  with  those  at  a  distance. 

The  Increase  of  Knowledge 

The  Museum  increases  existing  knowledge  about  animal  life  through 

field  expeditions,  study  of  collected,  donated,  purchased  and  exchanged 

i. .  . . 

material,  study  of  museum  specimens  by  University  graduate  students, 
loan  of  specimens  to  other  research  institutions,  identification  of 
specimens  for  research  workers  in  other  institutions,  assistance  to 
naturalists  and  other  students  of  animal  life. 
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ACCESSIONS 


Donated 

Collected 

Purchased 

Exchanged 

Total 

Mammals 

223 

12 

37 

262 

Birds 

232 

8 

298 

11 

549 

Nests 

3 

16 

19 

Eggs  (sets) 

4 

20 

24 

Reptiles 

30 

30 

Amphibians 

35 

35 

Fish 

292 

45 

4 

341 

Insects 

668 

6 

674 

Spiders 

97 

97 

Molluscs 

642 

25 

85 

752 

Other  invertebrates 

109 

109 

Additions  to  the  Library  were  46  books  and  1215  unbound  publications. 


Among  the  more  important  donations  were  the  followings 
R,  R0  Cockburn  Bearded  seal  from  Ontario  waters  of  James  Bay 

Eo  Jo  Cross  Bay  lynx 


Mo  Wo  Curtis  27  birds 

Miss  Harriet  Ellis  Duck-billed  platypus 

Prof,  Jo  Bo  Ferguson  24  numbers  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Washington 

Academy  of  Science 


Jo  F0  So  Fletcher 


7  fish  from  Tetana  lake,  northern  British  Columbia. 
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William  Goddard 

68  mammals ,  54  birds  and  19  fish  from  Favourable 
Lake  region,,  Patricia  Bis trie t5  Ontario* 

Paul  Hahn. 

Passenger  pigeon?  the  fifty  first  he  has  donated 

Revu  H,  3o  Herrington  578  lots  of  mollusc 


Dear.  C>  D.,  Howe 

54  numbers  of  the  Auk  > 

Hudson  3  Bay  Company 

10  fish  from  Great  Bear  Lake 

Kc  H„  Tang 

10  fish  from  Aklavik 

Thoreau  Ma  3 Donald 

"Bruno  Lil j  e f ors 11 

B  McIntyre 

1J.6  Orthoptera 

National  Parks  Bureau.,  Ottawa  a  Rocky  Mountain  caribou 


Dfo  Do  S  Raws oi?. 

9  fish  and  30  amphibians  from  Saskatchewan  and 
Alberta o 

.Dr  *  W,,  Sa  Ricker 

1 50  stonefli.es 

Dr  o  Thomas  Roberts 

"Logbook  of  Minnesota  Bird  Life  1 

Dr*  5.  M  Walker 

281  Orthoptera 

R-  Vo  Whelan 

96  insects 

E  0,  White 

51  fish 

Dr..  Wo  Eo  White 

'Tomb  Tile  Pictures  of  Ancient  China"* 

EXHIBITION 

New  exhibits  installed  include  one  of  the  new  style  exhibits 
illustrating  the  beaver  and  its  importance  to  Canada,  Other  additions 
were  Rocky  Mountain  caribou  and  white  tailed  deer.  Exhibits  illustrat¬ 
ing  the  life  history  of  salmon  and  other  fish  were  reinstalled  in  new 
cases  at  the  entrance  to  the  fish  alcove ,  The  insect  and  other  invert 
corate  exhibits  are  in  course  of  rearrangement o  A  cast  of  the  egg  of 
the  extinct  Great  Auk  was  placed  on  exhibition  in  our  entrance  rotunda* 
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With  the  filling-  up  of  our  gallery  with  permanent  exhibits, 
attention  is  being  given  to  temporary  exhibits.  Those  arranged 
during  the  winter  included  reproductions  of  .Audubon 5 3  bird  paintings, 
sketches  of  animals  made  in  our  gallery  by  students  of  the  Northern 
Vocational  School,  bird  paintings  by  Fred  Barra tt,  nature  photographs 
by  local  naturalist  photographers,  works  of  Edwards  and  Catesby  (which 
are  among  the  earliest  works  on  the  natural  history  of  North  America), 
natural  history  notes  and  publications  of  Charles  Fothergill,  who  came 
to  Canada  in  1816,  and  an  exhibit  of  the  results  of  last  summer's 
field  expeditions.  The  annual  exhibition  of  tropical  aquarium  fish  by 
the  Toronto  Aquarium  Society  was  again  placed  on  view  in  our  gallery 
for  two  weeks  at  Easter  time,  Many  living  specimens  of  native  and 
tropical  fish,  bullfrogs,  toads,  raudpuppies,  turtles,  salamanders,  etc. 
were  placed  in  our  own  aquarium.  Other  living  exhibits  included  tarant¬ 
ula,  trap-door  spider,  and  several  kinds  of  non-poisonous  native  snakes. 

E  D  U__C_  A  T  1,0  H 
Gallery  and  Theatre  Talks 

Instruction  was  given  to  83  groups  totalling  7329  persons  in 
the  Museum.  Some  of  these  groups  received  instruction  from  three  or 
four  different  persons.  Lectures  or  talks  were  given  to  51  groups 
totalling  3500  persons  outside  the  Museum.  Many  of  these  were  to 
natural  history  clubs,  church  organizations  and  similar  groups  in 
Toronto,  but  some  were  to  audiences  in  Montreal,  Hamilton,  Guelph, 
Kitchener,  Oshawa,  Simcoe  and  Meaford. 
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Loan  of  Lantern  Slide  a  and  Specimens 

We  have  neither  the  funds  nor  the  staff  to  undertake  much  in 
the  way  of  general  distribution  of  lantern  slides  and  specimens  for 
the  use  of  schools 9  etCo  The  provincial  government  formerly  had  a 
lantern  slide  service  but  this  has  been  discontinued .  lantern  slides 
loaned  during  the  period  covered  by  this  report  were  2219 

Museum  Informs bion  in  Text  Books 

The  authorized  text,  book-  in.  Science.*,,  used  in.,  connection,  with 
the  new  curriculum  for  grade  IX  and  \0  reproduces  information  origin¬ 
ating  from  the  Museum  of  Zoology,  This  is  Bowers  General  Science. 

It  reproduces  the  table  of  Bird  Arrival  Dates  from  our  Leaflet  No.  11  *> 
also  a  picture  of  our  exhibit*,  Nature  s  House  That  lack  Built- 

Press  Service 

The  newspapers  now  consult  the  Museum  of  Zoology  on  many  news 
items  involving  natural  history.  As  a  result*,  some  misleading  items 
remain  unpublished.,  S^ome times  additional  information  on  the  subject 
involved  is  supplied  at  the  newspaper  s  request o  Writers  for  the 
Star  Weekly  and  other  periodicals  sometimes  secure  practically  all 
their  information  for  an  article  from  the  Museum ,  Two  purposes  are 
served  through  this  service  -  •  natural  history  inf  ormation  is  widely 
disseminated  and  the  Museum  receives  publicity. 

Assistance  to  Naturalists 

The  following  naturalists  and  others  not  professionally  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  study  of  animal  life  have  received  assistance  in  their 
studies o  Some  of  these  persons  visit  the  Museum  regularly  to  con¬ 
sult  specimens  and  records and  to  receive  the  assistance  and  guid¬ 
ance  of  members  of  the  staff $  others  are  assisted  by  correspondence » 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2019  with  funding  from 
Royal  Ontario  Museum 


https://archive.org/details/annualreportofro3839roya 
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Dto  Ho  Fo  Lewis ?  Ottawa 

Ro  V0  Whelan  ?  Smoky  Falls 
Rev,  H ,  Bo  Herrington 
Ro  Do  TJsshers  Xing 

Major  Lo  S,  Dear,,  Port  Arthur 
0o  E0  Dev.ittp  Toronto 

Go  Co  Toner 9  Gan an o qua 
Wo  Gunn^  Toronto 
Mrs.  Go  Mills 5  Toronto 
Mrs  o  Ho  Do  Fraser y  London 
Wo  Co  Mansell  9  Toronto 


Study  of  reversed  migration  of  birds 
at  Long  Point 

Molluscs  and  vole  plagues , 

Mussels  of  Hastings  County 

Fauna  of  King  Township  and  study  of 
pile a ted  woodpecker 

Birds  of  Port  Arthur  region 

Studies  of  yellow  rail  and  pileated 
woodpecker 

Fauna  of  .Eastern  Qatari© 

Cardinal 

Evening  Grosbeak 
Molluscs 

Assistance  with  Ontario  Bird 
Check  List 


Under  secretarial  work  it  will  be  noted  that  ls,  865  letters 
were  mailed  during  the  seven  months y  October  1  to  April  30  This  is 
an  average  of  10  every  week  day.  All  these  are  personal,  letters, 
many  in  answer  to  enquiries  for  information. 

Reference  to  our  contact  with  regular  correspondents  who 
supply  information  through  questionnaires  and  receive  our  bulletins 
in  exchange  has  been  referred  to  in  a  previous  report 0 


MUSE  U  M  P  UBL  IGA  HO  N  S. 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

Number  15,  The  Fishes  of  the  Ottawa  Region^  by  J  R  Dyiaond 
OCCASIONAL . PAPERS. 

Number  5o  Cb  Melos  pi  2  a  melodia  in  Ontario^  by  H  Fleming 
and  Lo  L„  -Snyder 


MIMEOGRAPHED  CIRCULARS 


The  Xeeping  of  Fish^,  Amphibians  and  Reptiles  in  Aquaria  and 
Terraria^  by  E,  B  S  Logier, 

Hints  to  Collectors  of  Land  and  Freshwater  Molluscs^  by  J<> 
Oughton . 

The  circular  on  keeping  fish*  amphibians  and  reptiles  is  being 
republished  on  the  teacher  s  page  of  Animal  Life.,  the  magazine  of  the 
Toronto  Humane  Society  and  the  Ontario  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals., 

Mrs  Snyder  is  Canadian  editor  of  the  bird  leaflets  distributed 
to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  children  by  the  National  Association  of 
•Audubon  Societies  0 

An  account  of  Mr,  Shortt-s  trip  to  the  Arctic  was  published 
in  the  University  of  Toronto  Monthly, 

ADDITIONAL  PUBLICATIONS  IN  JOURNALS 

Corf  a*,  Co  E,  CeXerio  lineata  in  Ontario,  Can,  Field  Nat  53  s 
58  <,  19 39  o'" 

Dymondj,  J,  R,  The  study  of  animal  populations.  Rod  -and  Gun  in 
Canada 9  March,  .1939, 

Fishes  of  King  Township  (with  W,  J,  K,  Harkness)  in  The 
Natural  Resources  of  King  Township, 

Logier s  E,,  B,  S,  Butler  s  Garter  Shake  in  Ontario,  Copeia  1939., 
number  3., 

Oughton,  Jo  Go  An  observation  on  Bu3  imn.ea.  jQgg&SQBiGL.  Nautilus  52 

Snyder,,  L,  L,  Great  Plains  races  of  sharp  tailed  grouse.  Auk 
56  s  184  135 5  1939 

A  plan  of  Ontario  subdivisions  and  their  names  for  natural 
ists,  Can,,  Field  Nat,  53*  22  •>  24P  1939, 

Two  birds  with  one  stone.  Can,  Field  Nat,  53*  XL  12.,  1939, 

Urquharts  F,  A.  The  American  locust  Schistocerca  americana  Drury 
(orthoptera).  Can,  Field  Nat.  53s  24  25,  1939, 

Natural  history  in.  the  class  room.  The  School s  27s  575 0 
1939, 

Baillie *  J,  L,  The  Northern  Chipmunk  in  Parry  Sound  District., 
Ontario,  Gan.,  Field -Nat,  55s  59  s  1939, 
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RESEAR  C  H 

Museum  Studies 

Studies  carried  on  in  the  Museum  leading  to  additions  to 
our  knowledge  of  Canadian  animal  life  are  referred  to  only  when 
completed  and  published..  See  list  of  publications . 

Loan,  of  Research  Material. 

Specimens  loaned  to  workers  in  other  institutions  give 
rise  to  information  which  adds  to  knowledge  of  our  own  fauna a 
The  following  material  has  been  loaned  during  the  period  covered 
by  this  reports 


Molluscs  to  University  of  Pennsylvania 

Slakes  to  University  of  Michigan  and  to  Cornell  University * 
Insects  to  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences*  Philadelphia 
Owls  to  California  Institute  of  Technology 
Swamp  tree  frogs  to  Ohio  State  University 
Red  squirrels  to  ,A0  H,  Howell 

Graduate  Students  Working  on  Museum  Material 

During  the  University  session  just  closing 5  three  graduate 
students  of  the  Department  of  Biology  worked  in  the  Museum, 

Wu  Ro  Martin  Arctic  char 

Wo  Ao  Kennedy  Whitefish 

Do  Go  Wilder  Land  -locked  salmon 

Assistance  with  a  Robin  Questionnaire  has  also  been  given  to 
J.  Mo  Speirs  who  is  now  working  in  the  University  of  Illinois * 

Information  Files 

Information  and  records  must  be  filed  systematically  and 
indexed  to  be  available  when  required..  During  the  period 


covered  by  this  report,,  2056  bibliographic  reference  cards 
have  been  made  out* 

The  Museum  has  extensive  collections  of  original  coloured 
drawings  of  birds*  mammals p  fish*  amphibians*  reptiles  *  etc. 

We  also  have  a  file  of  reproductions  and  original  photographs  of 
animals  used  for  illustrations.,  lantern  slides*  for  use  of  artists 
in  mounting  animals 9  etc ,  These  are  constantly  being  added  to. 

Identification  of  Specimens,, 

The  identification  of  specimens,,  not  only  for  the  amateur 
but  also  for  scientists*  is  one  of  the  recognized  functions  of 
museums*  The  Royal  Ontario  Museum  of  Zoology  is  becoming  more 
and  more  widely  known,  as  the  centre  for  this  type  of  work  in 
Canada  •  As  a  consequence ,  .calls  for  this  type  of  service  -are 
increasing o  Following  are  some  of  those  for  whom  identifications 
have  been  mads  recently,, 

Dto  Do  So  Rawson ,  Dept  of  Biology *  Olivers ity  of 

Saskatchewan -o.  jL8£5  fish  and  .7.0  amphibians.-,. 

Ro  jQzhnrn^  £3fotarlo  JgriciUtural  .College «  Moths,. 

A  caller  at  the  Museum  Insects  infesting  food 

products 

Robert  Simpson  Company  Feathers 

Fo  W„  Fleming*  Queen -s  University  <>  Molluscs* 

Other  material  identified  included  birds  of  various  kinds * 
insects*  molluscs  for  a  teacher,,  bones  of  various  animals * 
snakes *  etc,*  etc, 

MISCELLANEOUS  3  E  R_V  I  C  E 

The  National  Parks  Bureau,,  Department  of  Mines  and 
Resources-,  Ottawa*  asked  us  for  suggestions  as  to  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  Point  Pelee  National  Park-,  as  a  result  of  the  work  done 


s 
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in  that  area  last  summer  by  Mr  Urquhart  and  Mr*  Kurata* 

Mr0  Shortt  was  asked  to  prepare  for  the  Northwest 
Territories  Branch-,  Ottawa.,  a  statement  on  the  value  of  birds 
to  Eskimos., 

The  General  Manager.,  Assistant  General  Manager  and  Naturalist 
of  Ducks  Unlimited  (Canada)  spent  part  of  two  days  in  the  Museum 
last  fall-,  securing  information  in  connection  with  their  duck 
rehabilitation  projects* 

A  named  series  of  specimens  of  fish  were  sent  to  Dr*  W0  H,t 
•Smith  of  the  Atlantic  Biological  Station „ 

A  collection  of  100  lots  of  molluscs  were  donated  to  Queen's 
University * 

Specimens  of  fish  for  us.e  in  preparation  of  a  comparative 
series  of  brains  were  -supplied  to  the  University  .Department  of 
.Anatomy  * 

The  Toronto  Star  asked  us  for  assistance  in  compiling  a 
nature  calendar  so  that  they  would  know  in  advance  of  interesting 
events  in  the  nature  world* 

A  teacher  at  Moulton  College  asked  our  opinion  of  JtA  Story 
Book  of  Natural  History  /’ 

.Dr  Prefontaine  and  Dr*  Vladykov  of  the  Institute  of  Zoology., 
University  of  Montreal  visited  the  Museum  in  search  of  information 
on  equipment  suitable  for  their  new  building* 


SECRETARIAL  WORK 


Letters  mailed 

1805 

Sold  g  Con  tribution  s 

73 

Publications  mailed 

814 

Handbooks 

20 

Circulars  and  questionnaires 

2993 

Leaflets 

55 

Miscellaneous 

56 

Bird  reproductions  9 

Miscellaneous 

12 
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